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SUBJECT: TARAPUR FUEL STORAGE 

1. CONGEN COURTNEY HAS LEARNED FROM DR. SETHNA THAT GE 
SAYS THAT ITS TEAM MUST POSTPONE UNTIL MID-MAY THE 
MEETINGS ON THE TARAPUR RE-RACKING WHICH HAD BREN 
SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 24-25. 

2. THIS WOULD BE A MOST UNEORTUNATE DELAY ON BOTH 
TECHNICAL AND POLITICAL GROUNDS, AND I URGE THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT MAKE EVERY EEFORT TO HAVE THE GE TEAM ARRIVE 
NO LATER THAN THE FIRST WEEK IN MAY. THE SOONER, THE BETTER. 

3. ON THE TECHNICAL SIDE, ACCORDING TO DR. SETHNA, 

ONE TARAPUR REACTOR IS NOW BEING PREPARED FOR 
REFUELING. HE HOPES TO BE ABLE TO START INSTALLATION OF 
TWO NEW RACKS AS SOON AS THE REEUELING IS COMPLETED IN 
LATE JULY. THE NEW RACKS MUST BE IN PLACE BEFORE THE 
NEXT SCHEDULED REFUELING IN EARLY 1979 IF A SHUT 
DOWN DUE TO LACK OE STORAGE SPACE IS TO BE AVOIDED. 

SETHNA DOUBTS THAT THIS SCHEDULE CAN BE MET IF THE GE 
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TEAM DELAYS ITS ARRIVAL BEYOND THE EIRST WEEK IN MAY. 

4. POLITICALLY, IN LIGHT OP THE RECENT FURTHER DELAY 
OF XSNM-1060, A DELAY IN THE ARRIVAL OP THE GE TEAM 
IS CERTAIN TO BE HIGHLIGHTED BY THE INDIAN SCIENTIFIC 
COMMUNITY AND THE PRESS AS YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE 
USA'S LACK OP COMMITMENT TO MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS IN 
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THE AREA OF INDO-US NUCLEAR COOPERATION. THIS TROUBLED 
AND EMOTIONALLY LADENED AREA OF US-INDIA RELATIONS 
DEFINITELY DOES NOT NEED THIS FURTHER IRRITANT AT THIS 
TIME. 

5. CLINTON BASTIN, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, IS AWARE OF THE 
PROBLEM BUT MAY NEED REINFORCEMENT. 

GOHEEN 
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